
Background Q&A on Setting Health Advisories 

What is a health advisory? 

• Health advisories provide information on contaminants that can cause human health effects and 

are known or anticipated to occur in drinking water. 

• EPA's health advisories are non-enforceable and non-regulatory and provide technical 

information to states agencies and other public health officials on health effects, analytical 

methodologies, and treatment technologies associated with drinking water contamination. 

• It is an important companion to programs designed to regulate contaminants in drinking water 

under the Safe Drinking Water Act. 

o EPA has been clear that Health Advisories (HAs) are only for guidance and are not 

enforceable standards. 

o HAs are available for over 200 contaminants, including organic, inorganic, and microbial 

compounds. 

What process does EPA follow to set a health advisory? 

• EPA bases drinking water health advisories on a robust review of technical information on 

health effects, analytical methodologies, and treatment technologies associated with drinking 

water contamination. 

• For PFOA/PFOS, the health advisory was based on the best available peer-reviewed 

studies of the effects of PFOA/PFOS on laboratory animals (rats and mice) and were also 

informed by epidemiological studies of human populations that have been exposed to 

perfluoroalkyl substances (PFASs). 

• The health effects information is subject to internal and external peer review. 

• Historically, HAs and the National Drinking Water Regulations have been published together in 
the Drinking Water Standards and Health Advisory Tables. These tables are updated periodically, 

as new information becomes available. 

• Typically, these updates incorporate newly published toxicity information from peer

reviewed EPA sources including the Office of Research and Development's Integrated 

Risk Information System (IRIS) and the Office of Pesticides Program (OPP) Registration 

Eligibility Documents (REDs). 


